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Waiter: It's behaving like 
this ever since Anil Kumble 
had dinner on ita few days 
back! 


- Shekhar Patil, 
Pune - Nigdi 


Student : I was hit by a 
scooterist 

‘Teacher : Didn’t you follow 
the road safety measures 1 
taught you? 

Student: I did, I looked to 
my left and right but you didn’t 
ask me to check in front! 

~ D. Aswini, 
Std IX, Karur ~S, Padma lyer, Std EX, Hubli 
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Dear Reader, 
Ave you one of the 
proud owners of the lat- 
‘est Harry Potter book - 
‘The H.B, Prince? Think of the unfortunate who 
‘can’t afford to buy a copy. Share your book with 
them, after you have read it. But frst get a prom- 
ise that it will be returned safely. Hoarding a book 
gives satisfaction but sharing kindles joy in both 
the borrower and lender. Sharing also reduces 
the cost of the book. There are many groups of 
people who pooled their resources to buy acopy. 


Next, how do you read a book? At one 
stretch? | know a few, who by now are reading 
the H.B, Prince for the third time! This is like 
gulping a tumbler of water. On the other hand, if 
‘you stop to think after reading each chapter you 
will relish it more, like nibbling at a cone 
cream! 

© How has the story developed? Which way 
proceed? 

© Did every character in the chapter behave 
true to his / her nature? 

© Which was the best or smartest dialogue? 

© How was a memorable incident or beauti- 
ful description handled by the author? 
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Reading aloud in the company of a friend 
followed by adiscussion is even better. But mos 
people fee! that they already have a friend in the 
form of the book and prefer to be left alone with 
itt 

Jolly reading! 





- Editor 
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Once upon a time there was a 
king called Satrajith. After intense 
“tapasya’ (prayers) to Surya, the sun 
god, he was blessed with a rare jewel 
called Shamanthaka. 

Lord Krishna saw the jewel in 
Sathrajith’s court and appreciated it 


Once Satrajith’s brother and 
Lord Krishna went to the forest for 
hunting. In the forest, however, they 
parted company. Satrajith’s brother 
‘was wearing the jewel. A bear pass- 
ing by killed him and took away the 
jewel 


i 











JEWEL 


of the death of 
Sathrajith’s brotker, 
Krishna retumed to the 
city alone. Everyone 
including Satrajith as- 
sumed that Krishna had 
killed him to possess 

the jewel, 


Unaware 


Keisha was 
hurt by the accusa- 
tion and went back 

tothe forestalone, in 
search of Satrajitt’s 
brother. There he saw a 
beautiful girl wearing tre 
jewel. Her name. was 
Jambavathi. Krishna asked 
her how she got it. She 
told him that her father, 
Jambavan (the bear) had 
igaikilled the possessor of the 


jewel and given the jewel to 
her. 





Tn Thretha Yuga, Jambavan was 
a great wrestler and helped Rama de- 
feat Ravana. He had asked Sri Rama 
wrestling duel with him to Krishna and Jambavan waged 


test himself. Rama granted him a battle lasting a few days. Jambavan 
boon that his wish would be fulfilled was a great warrior and K 


in the Dwapara Yuga when he would 
incamate as Krishna, 











ishne 























could not defeat him, 
Sri Krishna then 


showed 
Jambavan that he was none other 
than Rama. Jambavan fell at 
Krishna’s feet and asked Him to for- 
give him, He handed over the 


Shamanthaka jewel and his 
daughter's hand in marriage to 
Krishna. Krishna returned the jewel 
to Satrajith 


‘These hardships were faced by 
Krishna because he had seen the 
moon's reflection in a bowl of milk 
on the fourth day after newmoon 
(amavasya). 


‘The story goes that on one of his 
birthdays, Ganesha set off on his 
mouse late in the night. He had 
feasted on sweets all day long. Sud- 
denly his mouse saw a snake in the 
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dark and was startled. It 
dropped Ganesha and ran 
away. The moon who 
witnessed this spec- 
tacle burst into 
laugher. Parvathi 
was enraged and 
cursed Chandra, the 
moon god that who- 
ever saw the moon on 
the fourth day after 
amavasya weuld 
be subjected 

to false accu- 
sation, All the 
gods pleaded with 
Parvati to withdraw the eu'se. 

She relented and limited the 
curse to Vinayaka Chathurthi cay. 
Even on that day if one were to pray 
to Vinayaka the curse would not af- 
fect them. 

Its said that if anybody accid 
tally sees the moon on Vinayaka 
Chathurthi day, if he prays to 
Vinayaka and reads this story of 
Krishna and the Shamantaka jewel 
hhe would be untouched by the curse. 

= R. Nagarjun, Std Vill, 
Rly High School, Guntakal 

Indian mythology is replete with 
stories of strong and brave wres- 
ders and warriors in different for 
us and shapes! In fact, they had dle- 
veloped unique methods of warfare. 
One cannot but help compare thair 
styles with WWF or StarWars! Pon- 
der over this at leisure! 












Cover Mlustration : Lalithaa 








[2 My friends and I request you 
to restart Pottermania. We are look- 
ing forward to Chapter - 5 of the 
Case of the Missing children. 

= Gandharv Garg, 
Hyderabad 


52 Please start a regular column 
on stamp collection (Philately) 
- D.S. Lalitha, Kondur 


© Gokulam is the best magazine 

not only for children but for adults 

too, (My mom enjoys it!) I have put 

up the HP poster (July issue) in my 

room, Please give us (the Gokulam 
and HP fans) other HP posters. 
~ Esther Leha Divakar, 





best story in the next issue. 
Gokulam has become the best 
children’s magazine in India since it 
meets the needs of the children, I 
request Arjun Kannan to include idi- 
‘omatic phrases and pronunciations 


mw (CVV ISUS O 


© I have been reading 
Gokulam for the past five years 
and love the magazine. The HP 
and City special columns were great. 
‘Grandmaworm’ and ‘Hello, Doctor” 
are very useful columns. Gokulam 
should start contests other than story 
writing, 

- R. Akilesh, 

Chennai 


5 1 was shocked to find that the 
prize winning story in the August 
issue was a copy of ‘Dusk’ by Hec- 
tor Munro (Saki). I request you to 
withdraw the prize and print the next 


Please do not discontinue *Child 
Achievers’ column. 
~ Aishwarya Mohapatra, 
Bhubaneswar. 
We thank all readers who pointed 
out the similarity between the prize 
winning story and ‘Dusk’. We once 
again appeal to all readers to write 
original stories. We trust our read- 
ers and go by the declaration (self 
parent/principal) attached to their 
entry. - Editor 
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The Indian cricket team has been 
known to perform well in the early parts 
ofa competition, only to stumble in the fi- 
nal round. But this time around, in the In- 
dian Oil three-nation 
series in Sri Lanka, In- 


dia underperformed 
throughout the tourna 

‘ment, and after making a 

promising start in the fi- 


nal, once again collapsed 
to pieces, just when you ex- 
pected them to win the trophy. 
India’s problems were many 
Sourav Ganguly batted well in the 
opening match of the championshi 
but after that suffered injury and did 
not look his best. Virendra Schwag was 
in poor form, except for a brief fireworks 
display in the final, when he scored 26 runs 
ina single over. Only skipper Rahul Dravid 
was consistent, V V § Laxman was a big 
disappointment, and his selection was 
criticised, as he is considered no longer 
suited to one-day cricket, though a great 
Test match batsman, He also had injury 
problems. Of the neweomers, Venugopal 








M.S. Dhoni failed in both de 
partments. It is perhaps time 
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INDIA Wiisoco THE 


Rao batted quite well and Suresh Raina im- 
pressed everyone with his fielding, though 
he is perhaps too raw for international 
cricket. Wicket keeper batsman 


8 RSI 





another promising youngster. 

Ashish Nehra was the best 
of the Indian bowlers, close y 
followed by Harbhajan Sing, 





the top 50 among women 

tennis players. Even 

among men, India has 

not produced a top 50 

player after Ramesh 

Krishnan in the eighties 
It has been an amaz~ 

ing jour 

ented and determined 

young player, who has had 

Some great victories this year, includ- 











+ Sania Mirza 





but the Indian bowlers could not run 
through the second half of any of 
their opponents, 





ing wins ov 
Congratul 





two Top Ten players, 
ions Sania! 





+ Sanath Jayasurya 
Sanath Jayasuriya crossed the dca 


landmark of 10000 runs in oni 
internationals, a great achievement 
by the former Sri Lankan captain. 
West Indies fielded a second string 
team because of a dispute between 
its leading pla 











sand the cricket ad- 
ation, Some fresh talent was 
din Sri Lanka, and wicket 
keeper Dinesh Ramdin was out- 
standing, nearly winning a match off 
his own bat 

eee 


BUS HUAI: 


Ranked 206 at the start of 2005, 
India’s teenage tennis sensation 
ania Mirza of Hyderabad has be- 
come the first Indian to break into 





discover 

















Tse -1 
+f8e fly (Africa) j 
est insect in the “sbi ters 
st insect inthe world. Its vi et 
victims with 3 ieee 
sickness fatal to fy 








lome: humans, ca 
mestic animals tl 






The whale shark and the basking 


fish, The smallest 
shark are the largest fish. The males 
fish is called Pandaka PYE nea 


shout six millimetres 





The fastest flying birds are the 
swifts. They can fly upto 200 miles 
an hour. 





The desert locust which swarms 
over countries and territories is an age 
old enemy of man. 


The male sparrow is the one which ; > 
has got a black patch on its throat 


WOLD RACKS 
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African eley 
WY fe 
6tonnes. There 
trunk of an ele 
about 181 litres 


Phants grow tall (upy 
‘nd they weigh wae 
reare 4000 muscles in the 
phant, Elephants drink 
of Water everyday, 


Ge oe 


‘There are 625000 species of insects! There are 
‘over 30,000 known species of beetles. Insects >. 
~- vary in size from as small as a speck of dust to 
the Atlas Moth of India, With a wingspan of 
about 30 em, the Atlas Moth is larger than many 
bird species. Insects can survive temperatures of 
as lowas 30F toashigh as 1200F 








By. G. Sribala, Std Vill, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Trivandrum, 
R.V Selvakumar, Std IX, Sainik School, Amaravathi Nagar 
















PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE SPECIAL PRIZE 

V. MAHADEVAN, Sid VIll, P.S.Sr.See School, Chennai is the win- 
ner of GOKULAM's Special Prize for receiving the maximum number 
of participation certificates during the year July 2004- June 2005. He 
has contributed to a variety of columns and collected six certificates 
during the year. On behalf of the GOKULAM family we congratulate 
Mahadevan and wish him all the best. 

This special prize offer continues for 
this year too! We want each and every- 
‘one of you to write to us. Start collect- 
ing your certificates. Maybe you'll be the 
winner next year! 








Good luck! 
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SIT ON THAT. 
STONE FOR A WHILE, 








up! No sit! 
‘COME TOMY 
CHIEF! 




















OHI THE LEGENDS OF 
THE ORIENT! 
THEY STILL BELIEVE 
IN THEM! 








‘The Great wall of China was built more than 2500 years ago, The 
construction began between the 7th and 6th Century B.C and the tast of 
them was built between 14th to 17th Century. It was originally built of 
stone, wood, grass and earth. In the Ming dynasty, brick produced in kilns 
were transported by men who carried them on their backs. The wall could 
resist cavalry attacks from the north. It also offered protection to agri- 
civilization and their ancient silk route. One of the greatest wonders of the 
world, the wall winds down about 6400 kms (although not continuous 
now) from Jiayuguan Pass in the west to Shanhaiguan Pass in the east. 

According to a legend, Yi Kaizhan a workman calculated that exactly 
99999 bricks would be needed for the pass. But on completion, one brick 
was left over. The supervisor was ready to punish him. But Kaizhan said it 
was put there by a supernatural being and even a tiny move would cause 
the wall to collapse. The brick has been left untouched to date! 








EI 13 


Dear Grandma, 
I write to many pen friends but 
they don't reply to me. Please sug- 
gest a way by which I can attract 





pen friends. 
-R. Lakshmi, Coimbatore 

Dear Lakshmi, 

It would be really disappointing if 
someone declares herself as a pen 
friend in Gokulam or some other jour- 
nal but does not reply to letters re- 
ceived. However you should also re- 
member that there could be a valid 
reason. (exams, travel etc.) It is also 
possible that your letters did not reach 
the addressee. So, it is but proper to 
write to the person a second time. 
Also, ask yourself whether your letter 
was interesting enough to elicit a re- 
ply. Whenever addresses appear in 
pen friends column, we give a list of 
hobbies practised by the particular 
person. Find out areas of common in- 
terest and write about them. Also dont 
show off! Make it appear as though 
you have a lotto learn! The reply may 





sound alittle like preaching. But once 
you have a pen friend hooked, you 
‘can carry on from there! 


‘My aim is to write many novels. 
But I can’t write or read English flu- 
ently. What am I to do? 
~S. Prakash, Namakkal 
Dear Prakash, 
Well, if vou are eager tow 





te, You 


Reply? 


can write in your mother tongue in 
stead of in English. But let me tell you 
even that is not easy. Writing is an art 
which requirers great skills. A story 
line alone will not be enough. Build: 
ing up characters and interesting situ 
ations to keep the reader absorbed i: 
very difficult. The story should alse 
carry a subtle message. Knotting up 








loose ends in a logical manner is also 
important, I suggest that you don't 
‘rush into writing novels. Equip your- 
self first in the language in which you 
wish to write by reading lots of books, 
both classical and modern, After read- 
ing each chapter think about how the 
Story, situation and characters have 
been handled, Also study the way in 
which the language has been used (o 
‘maximum benefit, Start by writing a 
few short stories then move on to nov- 
els, if you are successful, A note of 
warning: Don't think you can earn 
enough by writing novels, Prac- 





+ SHE WATCHES TV 






y 


tise it only as a 
hobby. Qualify yourself ac 
demically to get a good job. You can 
blossom into a full time writer if you 
are really talented and lucky too! 





My cousin is studying in the 
ninth standard an important year 
‘at school. But she watches too much 
T.Y, and also listens to music while 
solving mathematical problems. 
These distractions are weakening 
her academic achievements. Can 








‘you suggest a way out? 
- Ambika Ghosh, 
Kolkata 
Dear Ambika, 
I'm be- 


E 
3 
= 
w 
£ 
se} 
c 
© 
0) 


ing asked this question so many times 
by so many children that feet like tak- 
ing the law into my own hands and 
start smashing the T¥, sets all over 
the country beginning with the one 


inmy own home! But 
that is not the solu 
tion to the problem. 
TY, when introduced, 
was supposed to create a 
revolution in education, 
ecology, personal 
health and hygiene, 
self - employment 
ete. But sadly, it has turned 
‘out to be just a third rate enter- 
tainment box and a money making 
‘machine for the various channels, The 
only way to overcome this addiction 
is self-restraint. Unless your cousin 
‘makes up her own mind to restrict TV 
viewing to her favourite half to one 
hour programme there is no way out 
for her. She must start feeling that it 
‘isan insult to her dignity to be aslave 
10 an idiot box? sis 


Grandmaworm 
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Teo Myc! 
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Create a cute 
wall hanging! 
‘Things required: 

A rectangular 
piece of kitchen 
sponge, cotton 

roll, a punch, 
coloured glass 
beads, strong 
thread, felt pens, 




























4 pair of scissors and strong glue. 


Method: 

‘Trace the picture of the ghost onto 
the sponge and cut it out. Stick cot- 
ton all over it. 

Draw the ghost’s eyes, nose and 
mouth with felt pens. Cut out and 
attach hands. Punch holes on the 
palms and at base of the face. 

‘Thread the beads to make a chain. 

Pass one end of a chain through a 
punched hole and knot it up. Simi- 


larly fix the other end of 
the beaded chain through 
the punched hole. 

Hang your “Friendly 
Ghost’ on a nail in your 
room by inserting a thread 
into the holes in the palms 
as shown in the figure. 

- P. Garima Naidu, 
Korba, Chattisgarh 


Creative Corner 








Abandon your frown and puton Abandon war, establish peace, 


yoursmile, Live in harmony, please. 
You'll be loved for miles and Be kind to the weary 
miles. And to the needy 
Always be charming, Don't ever be nasty! 
And not offending ~P.Anupa Elizabeth, 
Be a good human being! Std IX, St. Joseph's MHSS, 
Madurai 






win 
tanta loss: \ 





spent Meats FE ashi 
the onto ea RAN) Cameo 
wen isto 


tel ava 


a's HIS Gotan: 





one gets promoted 


‘Attourlives we ae ® 


‘the teacher is the € 


“The world is 00" SChO8 
‘which lays down 


tn exams we've 10 


appear 


Where God is the supervisor 


Problems we face 
‘While the answers 


py being 
positives 


But fails when he iS negative: 
So work hard and BE courageous 
So that you may be victorious! 


_anuja Vishnu Vek 


re the questions 
es's JNPV, Navi mumbal 








THE MYSTERIOUS LEG 

One evening, after class, my 
friends and I went tothe third floor of 
our school building to play table ten- 
nis, Just then a few of our classmates 
informed us that they had seen a hu- 
man leg in the garbage between two 
huts, behind our school 

While most of my friends laughed 
it off, two of us went to have a look 
from the verandah. Sure enough, 
there it was! We debated for a 
Jong time about how it could 
have come there, whose leg it 
was ete. etc, Finally we de- 
cided to inform our teach- 
ets the next day if it was 
still there, 

I couldn't sleep all night. I sped to 
school in the morning and peeped out 
of the window. The leg was missing! 
We heaved a sigh of relief. However, 
next evening again the same boys in- 





















formed us that the leg had reappeared 
at the spot. On closer inspection we 
found that it was the leg of a pocr boy 
who was sleeping amidst the garbage, 
tunmindful of the stench and odour! | 
started thinking: “How can we help 
thousands of such unfortunate boys 
living all over our country?” Any sug 
gestions? 





J. Surendar, 
Std IX, 
D.A.V. Mat. Chennai 
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UP DINED; 


TO LOVE IS TO CARE! 

Tt was my tenth birthday. My sar- 
cents presented me a cute little laara- 
dor pup, early in the morning. As left 
for school, my parents told me -hat 
they would take me to a special place 
in the evening. It was to be a surprise, 
I wondered what it was, 

In the evening we drove down 
to the “surprise” destination, 
“Happy Home"! An elderly 
lady, Mrs. Menon let us into 
the house. Imagine my sur 
prise when I was greeted by 
a big hall full of children 
singing ‘HAPPY BIRTH- 
DAY”. I gave them sweets, 
pastries and fruits and their 
faces glowed with happi: 






















ness. They were inmates of the or- 


phanage. It was the best birthday I 
ever had. I realised that to be happy 
one must care for others! 
~Tanuja Raghunath, 
Std Vill, 
Hari Srividya Nidhi, Thrissur 


LOSS OR GAIN? 


“Picase daddy, comic, daddy!” I 
pestered my dad as we passed the 
book stall. “Too costly, twenty ru- 
pees! I'll get you a magazine in- 
stead” bargained my dad. I pro- 
tested and sulked and finally he 
agreed to buy the comic. 

Butalas! He had lost his purse. He 
counted out the change in his pocket. 
‘There were eight rupees in all. “What 
can you give me for eight rupees?” 
Daddy asked the stall owner. He fished 
outa copy of “Gokulam” at once. My 
father noticed it was exactly Rs. 
He paid for it 





I flipped the pages care- 
lessly, not bothering to 
read, all the while mutter- 
ing, “Comics are best; this 
isa waste!” I wasina foul 
mood all day. 

Inthe evening | was 
surprised to find my 
sister absorbed in 
the magazine. I was 
curious and decided to read it. 
I was amazed! It was great fun 
and transported me to a new 
world. I have not missed a single 
issue of my ‘wonder magazine’ 
since then. What is more, 
Gokulam has inspired me to write 
too! 





Experience 








The loss of my dad’s purse was 
actually a gain for me! 

~A. Anurag Reddy, 

Std IX, 

Nagarjuna High School, 

Hyderabad 
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MIND SOECELING 


I. MIX AND MATCH 


To find the object described 
by the words on the left hand 
side, use the clues on the right 
hand side and then match both 
the sides. Number of letters to be 
added is given in brackets. 

Example 

Slow moving creature with a 
shell on its back 

~ S + Tip of the finger (4) 

-S+NAIL = SNAIL 
1, Cunning animal A+ The uppermost part of our body (4) 


2, Head covering which turns 








grey when we become old B + A nocturnal bird (3) 


3. A hollow vessel C + partner of key (4) 

4, Cereal D +A running stream of water (5) 
5. Time keeper! E+ Stop, listen, ___ (2) 
6. In front F + Domestic animal (2) 

7. One who drives G + Main source of water (4) 

8. Self esteem H + What we breathe to live (3) 


-S. Kavitha, Std XII, Sri Jayendra School, Tirunelveli 


Il. FUN WITH LETTERS 


1) What starts with “E’ and has 2) Which ten letter word starts 
only one letter in it? with GAS? 


AM 








3) Why is oily 


afraid of the let- 
terB'? e 
4) Why 
should the lie o \§ 
brary building 
be tallest? t 
5) Why do 
birds fly south? 
6) Where does di- 
vorce come before marriage? 
~ Supriya Padmanabhan 
Std IX, Navrachana School, 
Vadodara 


RIDDLES, 
1. If the only sister of your 
mother’s only brother has an 
only child what is that child’s 
relationship to you? 
2. Allittle boy lived with his 















parents on the 10th floor of a block of 
flats. When he went to school in the mom- 
ing he used to take the lift from the 10th 
floor to the ground floor. 

But, when he came back from school 
at the end of the day took he the lift only 
as far as the Sth floor and then he walked 
up the stairs to the 10th floor, Why? 

- T. Niruba, Std X, 
Modern Senior Secondary Sch 
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(Clues Across 1, Indian maths genius ineor- 
porating Nobel Laureate SirC.¥. inthe lead! 
0) 

5, Heavy Weight or century, not reversed 
6) 

7. Stick game, once fetched Olympic golds 
for Indi (6) 

8, Mierosof's opening in a wal for light 
and air (6) 

10, Utter untruth, while rest 
Mle aw 
14. Inso stow motio 
« 

15. Surendering under pressure for produc 
ing ina field (8) 

18, The eleventh month in calendar (8) 

21. Is unwell, due to tangled sail? (4) 

23, Frozen water isnot so nice! 3) 

26, Greck yeomettician’s 1D Clue is con 
fusing (6) 

27, Neta writes editor's article in newspa 
per? (6) 

28, Make this while sun shines, but don’t 
Search for 3 Da, in his stack (3) 

29, Hardware and 
crating these PCs or Super. (9) 


mn bed? (3) 
‘of bread (4) 
see Norway's capital 




















ware needed for op. 








Reverse 


Down |. Priyanka's brother or Dravid (5) 
2. Walt Disney's famous cartoon mouse (6) 





for stitching (6) 

4, Needs polish at the Fingertip of a lady 

cor hammer! (4) 

5, Edits erratically, rise and fall of ocean 

waves! (5) 

6, Fall of apple made this English seer 

think of gravitation (6) 

9, Father familiarly called either way (3) 

12. 0 vile stirring this off used in Hal 

cooking (5) 

13, Cin er (4) 

14, Monster in fables may gore horribly (4) 

16 Electrically charged atoms (4) 

17. Elephant - headed God mounted on a 

mouse (6) 

19, Chest of drawers used in office such as 

FBI or CBI? (6) 

20, Can the confused Dr. Idle solve this 

puzzle? (6) 

22. You can try your fortune at the 

Dip in Fun Fairs (5) 

24. Acquires through work or merit (3) 

25, Metal, used in galvanized iron (4) 
Devised by Krishnaswamy 








ist 






























TL AWhile some clues are straight definitions the 
Figures in brackets indicate noo ter 
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ENTRY FORM 





Name : (Mr/Ms) 
ee Class 


School :... 


“Residential Address : 
Pin 


Signature : 








Local address is a must for overseas entries 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 


Strictly for school going children + Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots frora 
out of the all correct entries. ¢ Entries with completed grid on reverse 
accepted on this form only * No xerox copies. Last Date : 12,9.200: 
















~~ Congratulations! Soluti 
; olution 
‘The Five lucky winners rn es 
0 


1. KV. Nandhan, Std. IX, Sri 
Sankara S. S.School, Chennai 
2. Aparna Appaiah, Std. X, 
Carmel Convent S.S.School, 
Bhopal. 
3, S. Venkatraghavan, Std. Vill, 
The Hr.Secondary School 
for Boys, Sriran 
gam 
4.7.S. Srikrish- 
nan, Std. X, K.V.No.1 
Udhampur, J&K 
) _ 5. V.Pranoti, 
¥ Std. VIl, Brigade 
Public School, 
Bangalore. 
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“PRIYA RAVI= 


The story so far: 

Several children in Dethi had 
been kidnapped. There was panic 
all around. DCP Vinod, an intelli- 
gent police officer, was deputed to 
nab the gangsters. 

Vinod's wife Kamal did not want 
to send their only son Vignesh to 
school because his classmate 

re 


THE 
MISSING CH 


Karthik had been kidnapped too. 
Vinod and Vignesh convinced her 
that nobody would harm Vignesh 
and she reluctantly agreed. 

Vignesh walked down to school 
as usual. Two hefty men waited for 
him in an auto near the school. 
They kidnapped him and took him 
to. ramshackle cottage. 

Vinod went to school to investi- 
gate Karthik's kidnapping when the 
teachers told him that Vignesh had 
not reached school, Meanwhile 
Kamal called him up to inform him 
about the ransom demanded by the 
kidnappers. Vinod rushed home to 
calm her, 

Now read on. 





ta 
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Vinod replaced his cellphone. 

“My son... Vignesh,.. kid- 
napped!" He stammered 

“T've to go, Those ras 
regained his composure, 

The teachers were shell shocked. 

“O no!" “O god, not again!" they 
said in unison, 

Vinod briskly gave instructions to 
his men, brieily 
nodded to the 
teachers, who 
couldn't find 

words to es- 
press their 
feelings, and 
rushed to his 
jeep. 

“Go home... fast.” he ordered the 
perplexed driver, He spoke to the 
control room, on the hotline 








* de 











‘The tront door to the house wes 
wide open, Kamal was weeping 
loudly, Vinod rushed to comfort her 

“Happy...? You've killed my only 
son.., Oh, my poor baby...” she 
ranted and raved at her husband, 

“Kamal... Kamal... C'mon, don’t 
say such things, Why, nothing will 
happen to Vignesh.” 

“Nothing will happen...? What 
more do you want? My son... your 
son... is kidnapped and you coolly 
say ‘nothing will happen’! She 
screamed. 








“Now, now... Kamal... Kamal” wailed hysterically.“ Itold 
Vinod tried to calm her down but in you, we won't send him to 
vain school. You and your stu- 


“Ten lakhs, he said orelse..."She _ pid ego. ‘DCP Vinod’, big 














jon’ worry, Insert an ad 
in the newspaper. 
Ibrahim : Oh! But that’s no use 
My dog can’t read! 
+ Satish Krishnan, Std.X, SIA 
High School, Dombivili (W) 


deal! ‘Nobody will dare harm my 
son’ you said, Now, see! What can 
you or your great police force do? 
Can you save my son?” 

“Of course...” began Vinod. 

“Of course...” she mimicked 
“Aren't you even sorry? He's your 
son for god's sake!” 

“No, Kamal, I'm not sorry!. I'm 
angry. I'll get those scoundrels. 1 
swear, | won't rest until all of them 
are behind bars.” 


Meanwhile, the media had got 
wind of the kidnapping. The report- 
ers thronged their residence. Kamal 
shut herself in the bedroom whi 
Vinod briefed them for barely five 
minutes. He then firmly told them, 
“Excuse me, gentlemen. [ have work 
to do. I would appreciate it if you 
could do your job without hamper- 
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ing mine. My wife is understandatly 
‘ery upset. Please don’t disturb 
per 

He left for his office. The sce e 
there was much the same. T:V chan- 
nels had positioned their cameras at 
‘vantage points. Microphones were 
thrust at his face now and again, 
Vinod was getting irritated, He 
closetted himself with his cops and 
shut the mediamen out of his 








mind, “The plan of action...” he b:- 
gan. 
Radio and .V, channels flashed 


the news. So did the evening news- 
papers: ‘DCP’s son kidnapped - what 
ashame!” 

In a den outside city limits, 
Sanjoo and his men were watching, 
the news on TY. 

“Hey! what's this? DCP’s son 
abducted? But we didn't do it 

“Yes, boss! We don’t want to 
mess around with the lion... that 109 
in his den!” 

“Oh, shut up! The question is, if 
we haven't done it, who has? Vicky, 
go at once. Gather our gang mem- 
bers. This is an emergency, Find ovt 
if anybody knows about another dar- 
ing gang... our competitors, Soon 
we'll be out of business! We m 
quickly find out about 
*new"gang and see if they'll work: 
with us. 
Yes, boss!” 

‘And Vicky, gather information 
from our gang members too, dis- 














creetly. Maybe one of our own men 

is trying to forma breakaway group.” 

“Oh! Nobody would do that 
boss!” 

‘You never know, in such a lu- 

e business. Anyway go on. 





Raghu one of the goondas who 
had abducted Vignesh’s classmate 
the previous day was chatting up a 
petty shopkeeper in the school area. 
He was pretty well dressed, and 
asked for the evening newspaper. 

“What's this? Your area seems to 
be notorious! In the news everyday, 
eh?” 

“Yes, sa’ab, 


these policemen have 
been bugging me night — 
and day...” 

Raghu cleverly guided 
the conversation to find out 
more about Vignesh’s kidnapping. 
After some time, the shopkeeper 
started confiding in him. 

““A baldie was here in an auto this 
morning. He was smoking while he 
waited.., for god knows what!” 

“Oh, is it? Do you think he was 
the kidnapper?” asked Raghu inter- 








“Did you inform the police?” 
“Nah! I wouldn't dream of tell- 
ing them. They'll only harass me 
more! Perhaps drag me to the police 
station! In fact, I don’t know why I'm 
you this. Forget it!” 
rrey! Brother! Trust me. I 
‘won't tell them, you know!” he ca- 
joled. “What did that baldie do?” 
“That baldie even bought a pack 
of cigarettes from me, As a matter 
of fact as he opened his wallet o pay 
for it, this slip of paper fell out” he 



















proudly 
displayed 
a piece of 
paper with 
something written 
in a different script! 
(To be continued) 
THE CASE OF THE MISSING 
CHILDREN! 
SURPRISE ENDING 
CONTEST! 


Hey folks! Read each chap- 
ter carefully. Remember to| 
participate in this contest by 


‘guessing the ending of the story, 
at the end of Chapter 5. 








Gopanna was the took out the child, wrapped a cloth around the 
Nawab’s cashier in body, set aside the bundle and returned to ecn- 
Golkonda Fort, now apart tinue serving food to the Brahmins. After every- 
of Hyderabad. He was an one had lefi she took her husband into the kitchen 
ardent devotee of Lord and handed him the bundle, 


awe BIAKTHA 
BRANADAS 


Wi, 
a 











u = = anguish, eed naga oie Rannti “Oh 


Lord, is this your reward for our intense devir- 
tion to you?” 

Loand Behold! The child came alive, crawled 
over to his mother and lay on her lap. The over 
year and fed Brahmins, at Jo¥ed Gopanna couple expressed their gratitude 
hhisown expense. One year ‘© Lord Rama. This exemplifie 
he did not have enough _R€ver forsakes his devotees! 
money. He used some of 
the money from the One more trial awaited Gopanna, Th 
amount collected by him Nawab came to know of the shortfall in the 
forthe Nawab. Hedecided — money collected by Gopanna on his behalf; When 
to replace the money and confronted, Gopanna readily admitted his actions 
deposit the entire collec- and assured him that he would make good the 
tion into the Treasury. amount very soon. But the enraged Nawab im: 
eeding of brahmins _ prisoned him. 
was in progress, His wife When the Nawab entered his bedroom, he 
who was serving food found two boys awaiting him. The elder of the 
went into the kitchen. To two spoke to the Nawab thus; “Nawab, you must 
her dismay, she found her _ telease my devotee from the prison. You can have 
child had fallen into the hot 88 much money as you want. Here it is..". The 
oil cauldron and had died. boy raised his hand. Wonder of wonders! The 
She wiped away her tears, bedroom roof opened up ushering in a torrent of, 
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Rama. He celebrated the 
Ramnavami festival every 
































gold coins, The astounded 
Nawab looked around but 
the boys had disappeared, 
The Nawab realised that 
they were Rama and 
l He ran post 
haste to the prison with a 
huge bundle of coins, pros- 
trated at Gopann; 
seeking his pardon, re- 
ig what had hap- 
pened, and released him, 
Gopanna er 
Lord Rama, you hi 





shmana 











s feet 


count 












and denied me that privi- 
lege, despite my worship- 
the time, 
The Nawab 
huge bag of gold coins and 
a plot of land and asked 
Gopanna to construct a 
temple for Lord Rama on 
the banks of the Godavari 

















river. 


avery holy pilgrimage centre. The Sa- 
vant, Gopanna, became famous for 
his devotional lyrics in Sanskrit and | 
Telugu, as poet - composer 
Bhadrachalam Ramadas, The lyries 
set to various ragas 
Caratic musicians. These songs are 
a special feasture during the 
Ramnavami celebrations at the 
alam Temple 

The Nawab initiated a custom in this temple 
During the S 
from the bride's family were bestowed by the 
Nawab himself, The Nawab’s successors, con 











re sung by all 











kalyana, the traditional presents 





tinue this custom to this day 


Faith is the bedrock of human existence and 
herein is the foundation for the synthesis of all 
religions. There is only one supreme being for all 
humanity, irespective of the names by which He 
is known among people of different religions and 
faiths! 


- Mrs Leela Gopalan, Secundarabad 
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Once upon a time there lived 
some happy birds in a forest. One 
day, a proud hornbill flew into their 
forest and declared that he would be 
the king of the birds. The birds pro- 
tested, but eventually the hornbill 
persuaded them to agree. 

The birds liked him in the begin- 
ning, but-as time 
passed, the horn- 
Dill started ill ~ 
treating them. He 
was becoming prouder and greedier. 
He killed rare and common birds 
even if they irritated him slightly. 
The birds were leading a miserable 

life, full of fear. 


Y Tie aaa ont seed 





advise their king. “Oh Lord! Why do 
you kill the birds for the slightes: of 
mistakes?” asked Mr. Owl. Upon 
hearing this, the hornbill hit him 
hard. He fell on the ground and broke 
his bone! 

Mr. Peacock and Mrs, Wocd- 


THE GCRUBL 


pecker also tried in vain to persuade 
Hornbill to treat them kindly. They 
returned sadly. 


Ola Mr. Sparrow who was ona 
visit, was a wise and clever bird. He 









“Hey, Woodie” he 
called Mr. Wood- 
pecker. “I need your 
help.” 





“Don’t worry 
Mother Owl. I'll 
help you teach tha: 
king a lesson. Stop ery 
ing. With Woodie's 
help, we'll conduct 
attest of strength.” 
A> He then whispered 
Bae his plan to the 
birds. 





Next day the bird~ 








called on Hombill and invited him 
to the trial of strength. The proud 
king agreed to the contest. The birds 
Jed him to a particular tree in the forest. 


O king! ll sit on that branch. 
You may choose another branch. 


KIN 


Whoever breaks the branch first, will 
be the king,” said Mr, Peacock. 
Hornbill was so sure of himself 
that he chose the thickest branch. He 
exerted all his might and pressed the 
branch hard, but it would not 
break. Meanwhile Mr. Peacock 





hopped onto his branch, 
and almost at once 
cr...a.ck...thu,..d! The 
branch cracked and fell 
Woodie had worked on 
that particular branch all 
night 
Hombill on the other 
hand fled the forest 
ashamed to face the birds again 
The birds lived happily ever after, 
~Anirudh Ramesh, Std V, 
Sri Sankara SSS, 














Miss Pond! *"s-"" 
Bae cs) Be 
as 





Pond (Many) fist, ‘Teeau 





= 


Ina ee there were “EE . Bur °C was the prewt- 


est of the lot, ¢8ME used to show off by swimming on the surface 
of the water. The so warned “QM, “Don't do tha, 
Ge, somebody 
BG - So you are all jealous of me.” said “QC haughty. On: 
day QE was humming happily. The ~<S- asked 
Ge why she was so happy. ~ A boy called ® praised my 


beauty. Lam going with ® tomorrow. A pretty fish like me should 


not live in a dirty Sg like this.” “QE explained. The 
so again warned “=. But Me would not listen. 
Next morning “Ma: went tothe edge of the gz. ® caught 
‘e« and put her into a Be at home. “Oh dear! Due to 
my pride I have been imprisoned in a pas moaned “Ge. 
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II catch you and take you away”. “I am Miss 





Hi friends, 

I'm sure after going through this 
colur in the August issue, 
got over your fobia (Fobia n 
fear for spellings!) 

In the following paragraphs let us 


STOICALL 








describe the attitudes and 
habits of different types of people. 
If your friend was silent and 





economical in his usage of words 
what word would deseribe hi 
What word would describe him ifhe 
the ‘party type"? Or if he was 
‘one who never told you about his 
worries? Or he was very brave’ 


Nothing wrong here! 
Arvind never asks for sympathy 
He never shows sadness on his face. 
He faces his difficulties without 


= ARJUN KANNAN = 






complaining. He is said to 
be stoical. 
Tiredness? What's 






autam never gets 
tired. He is always full of 
energy and works hard, 
day and night, and yet he 
seems to be relaxed and 
smiling all the time. He is 
said to be indefatigable 
Bring ‘em on! 
Nirmala is very brave. She does 
not care about danger or hardship. 
She is just the opposite of a coward. 


Word Power 














DISTINCTIVE 
cove oe vous CHARACTERS! 
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She is intrepid. 


Custom. who cares? 

John attacks traditions and is 
against many established beliefs. He 
is allergic to the word custom. He is 
an iconoclast. 

Try changing me. It’s a 
challenge! 

Fatima does not change whatever 
happens. She may be punished, 
rewarded, praised or castigated but 
she is just beyond reform. She is 
incorrigible. 

Eg. a) Rahul is an incorrigible 
optimist. He always believes that he 
will become rich one day even 





INTREPIDS 


though he does not work. 

b) George is an incorrigible liar. 
Even after spending time in jail for 
cheating, he is back to his old habits. 

Pronunciation: The ‘g’ in 
incorrigible is pronounced like the 
‘7 injig. 


‘Too much praise is bad! 

Many people praise film stars, 
authors and world leaders. Some- 
times this becomes hero worship or 
flattery. Then one is said to offer 





fulsome praise. Fulsome praise is 
offensive as: it is considered 
insincere. When people offer 
fulsome praise to someone, they 
adulate that person. Thus adulation 
is insincere flattery. The ‘u’ in 
adulate is pronounced like the word 
*you’. 





ilarly a person who caters to 
rich people and flatters their ego, so 
that they can curry favour at an 
‘opportune moment is a sycophant, 
The *y’ in sycophant is pronounced 
like the ‘i’ in ‘hit’ and ‘bit’, 

Party time! 

Shweta likes to be with her 
friends at all times. Given a chance, 
she would always be chatting with 
her friends, helping them with their 
work, or may even organize a party 
for them. Nothing is better for her, 
than a nice long picnic with he- 
friends. She is gregarious, 

In particular, if she is especially 
interested in having parties and 
feasts with her friends, she is 
convivial. A convivial person is 
friendly, gregarious and one who 
would invite you for a cup of coffee. 

Innocent, aren’t you? 

Calvin is frank. He cannot hide 
anything from anyone. He is so 
honest that the very thought of 
trickery would shock him. He is 
ingenuous. 

Ingenuous is not ingenious. Note 
the difference in spelling. An 
ingenious person is shrewd and 
clever. An ingenuous person is 








anything but shrewd. 

‘Some other words are almost 
synonymous with ingenuous. A 
person who is eredulous believes 
everything. He is unable to believe 
that a person can lie. A gullible 
person is easily tricked. Gullible 
people are tricked because of their 
ity. A naive person is 
idealistic. He trusts everything, 
probably because he is unaware of 
the ways of the world. 

Ofthe four words, ingenuousness 
is a positive quality. It means 
frankness. Naivety (or naivete) 
‘means innocence. Credullity means 
willingness to believe. Finally, 
gullibility means to be easily 
tricked. 

‘Try this 

Fill up the blanks with words 
(ortheir variants) that appeared 
in bold in the above 
discussions. 











whom flattered him —?_. 


His secretary loved being with 
her friends. She was _3__. 
Once she believed Mr. 
Churchill when he said that 
they were going to battle. She 


|__ actually enquired as to whether 
®  hehada licence to use a gun. 


Churchill knew that she was 
—4_. When he was informed that 
the German bombers were wrecking 
havoc in London, he merely 
shrugged and he ordered the RAF to 
retaliate. Of course, inwardly he was 
aware of the difficulties but he did 
not betray his sense of fear in public. 
Churchill was and_6_ 
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Arjun will answer your queries in} 
the next issue. Address your| 
queries to ‘Word Power,’ Gokulam, 
47 - NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
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Excerpt: 

A huge bird was diving down on 
Ben, claws out-stretched. It plucked 
him off the rocks as easily as if he 
were a beetle, 

“Young master!” screamed 
‘Twigleg. “Oh, young master!” 

Ben tried to bite the giant bird’s 
claws. He twisted and tumed like a 
worm, but it was no good, Uttering 
a hoarse screech, the bird rose into 
the air with its prey. 

“Twigleg!” Ben shouted 
“Twigleg, get Firedrake! Get 











Firedrake!” And then the giant bird 
carried him away 


Twigleg stood rooted to the spot 
for a moment or so, breathless with 
horror as he watched the giant bird 
soar into the sky. A sob rose from 





his chest. Then he pulled himself 
together and scrambled up the rocks 
as nimbly as a spider. “Faster, 
Twigleg, faster!” he told himself, 
panting 

“Help!” he cried with what little: 
breath he had left. “Quick, help!” His 
little hands tugged at the sleeping, 
dragon’s tail, and he pulled a 
Sorrel’s furry coat until he had a tuf. 
of her hair in his fingers. Firedrake 
opened his eyes sleepily. Sorre 
jumped as if'a snake had bitten her. 

““Are you crazy?” she spat at the 
homunculus. “What the-?" But she 
got no further. 

“Is the young master!” cried 
Twigleg shrill 
quick! Quick! A 
carried him off.” 

Firedrake was on his feet at once. 





“Where to?” he asked. “It flew 
toward the dragon mountains," said 
‘Twigleg. “You must follow it.” 
But we can't,” groaned Sorrel, 
pointing to the sky. “Firedrake can’t 
fly now. The moon set ages ago.” 
“Find that little flask!” said 
































The name of the 
person, who asked, 


“May I come in?” 












Neither. It was 
Michael! What was distinc 
tive about him? 


g 


by 


wo 
' fr : 
He was wearing “r 
ahat, right? 4 


(Sars 
















Not only that. He w: 
wearing his watch on 
right hand, Do you know 
how many people were 
there at the party? 


No, no! Maybe 
about thirty. 



















One must 
practise ‘observation’. 
You mustn't just go 
‘out and get lost... 






‘We didn’t 
observe 














In short, keop 
your 

ears open all the 

time, no? 


just then the calling bell 
rang... 
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/ To be continued. 





Daring the summer vacation, we 
visited Sikkim, a small state lying 
between Nepal and Bhutan, sur- 
rounded by the picturesque 
Himalayas 

Bagdogra i the nearest airport for 
Sikkim, From Bagdogra, we reached 
Gangtok via Siliguri by bus. The four 








12,400 ft (3780 m)! It is about 1 kin 
Jong and is oval in shape. It remairs 
frozen upto mid May, The water 's 
considered pure and holy by the lo- 
cal people. This placid lake is sur 
rounded by snow covered mour 

tains. To our delight, it was snow- 
ing. We played in the snow and took 








hour journey through the pine fore _shaps of the amazing lake and yaks 
too! 

Nathula pass is 

B La ie » 
Pi} JN ACLE OF 2 10 lion 
TON NT Changu. tisonthe 
~ India - China bor- 

Pe ’ ] 

5B yal | PSY/G, der (famous pass on the ‘Silk 
A) % Route’). Our next stop was 


ests of Himalayan moun- 
tains alongside the Testa 
river was indeed breathtak- 
ng and a rare experience! 

Gangtok, the capital of 
Sikkim, is situated at an 
altitude of $500 ft. Most of 
its people follow Bud 
dhism and are Gorkhas. It 
is an excellent and clean 
hillstation, 





Tsomgo or Changu 
Lake is a ‘must see’. About 38 kms 
from Gangtok, one can travel by 
Maruti vans or Tata Sumos. Tsomgo 
literally means the ‘source of the 
Jake’ in Bhutia language. This serene 
lake is situated at an altitude of 
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‘At Rumtok monastery with a Buddhist monk 


Rumtek Monastery, Itis the seat 
of the Kagyu order and of the 
four major Tibetan Buddhist 
sects, It is indeed a huge monas- 
tery with exquisite wall hangings 
and paintings of Lord Buddha. 










Tibetology Institute is a 
treasure of rare Tibetan 
manuscripts, antiques 
and paintings of Lord 
Buddh It is a 
renowed institute for 
the study of Buddhist 
Philosophy. 

Our last stop was the 
orchidarium. It houses 
some of the exotic and rare 
varieties of orchids 

We also had an opportu- 
nity to view the folk dan 
of Sikkim, Men and women 
beautifully dressed in their 
traditional costumes, danced 
with rapture and passion 

We visited Do- Drul Chorten 
‘Stupa, built by Trullshi Rinpoche, 
head of Tibetan Buddhism, in 1945 
and the Gangtok Ropeway. You can 
view the tall and dazzling Mt 
Kanchendzonga fron 

+ Namgyal institute of Tibetology, Ganst 
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Ganesh Tok 




















*AtChangu Lake 


and Tashi Viewpoint if the sky is 
azure. 


Later we had a nice stroll in the 
mall and did some shopping, Chi- 
nese Feng - shui luck: 
charms, pagoda type hang. 
dragons and 
Tankhas (paintings of 
Lord Buddha). We rel- 
ished the famous momos 
and chowmein of Sikkim 
and then proceeded to 
Darjeeling. 
~ Aarti Swaminathan, 
Std IX, 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 
Trivandrum 
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Weare alt fond of Tenalé cigns.” 
Rama stories. Here is an adapted “But where shall I get so much 
version of one of these tales. gold from?” 


“Okay. Sell your horse and pay 
‘Tenali Rama once straightened _ me the sale proceeds,” suggested 


the tail of a dog. The dog died the priest. 
within two days of the incident, 
due to weakness. Soon after that, ‘Tenali Rama agreed to the 





‘Tenali Rama fell ill 
and suffered from an 
attack of high fever. 


A priest, who 
looked out for such 
opportunities, visited 
Rama and told him 
that he was suffering 
the consequences of 
‘killing the dog’, 
Rama ought to atone 
for the sin to ‘get rid 
of this incurable 
fever’, he advised. 

Rama asked him, 
“How much will it 
cost?” 

‘The priest replied, 
“ A hundred sover- 





suggestion. The priest performed 
the rituals for Rama’s recovery. In 
a few days Rama was fully cured. 
However he was convinced that it 
was the drugs that effected the cure 
and not the rituals. 


‘When the priest approached 
him for his money, Rama took him 





along to the market to 
sell the horse. He was 
holding the horse’s rein 
in one hand and a basket 
in another. 

‘At the market, Rama 
shouted, “horse for an 
anna, pay one anna for 
the horse!” Many buyers 
lined up. He 
told them that he 
would sell them the 
horse on payment of an 
anna (6 paise) on 
condition that they 
would buy the basket 
for a hundred sover- 
cigns 

One of the buyers 
paid the price for both 
and took them away, 
Rama gave one anna to 
the priest, pocketed the 
sovereigns, smiled and 
walked away. 


The priest looked 
at the anna in his hand 
and stared at the smug, 
smiling face of 
Rama! 

= Retold by 
Lekha Bangera, 
Std IX, 

‘St. Mary’s Convent 

High School, Mumbai 




































He rushed to the king 
T 7 


bday 

































Soon the doctor entered and [| 
tramined th King's le. 




















[Next day, when the doctor was on his way] [The doctor slipped on the floor | 
ito the king's chamber with the special] |Smeared with oil and fell. 


























The commander threatened| 
trim. _* 


= | 
eS Tell me 

the truth or else... 

$4 


SL OS 
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hae 


oil just to get the truth out of you. 
Now, tell me! A 


The oil would 
render the king 
tame for life! 













a 
‘Oh! Then the minister 
would grab the kingdom! 
























‘The king appointed Shetlong as his minister, in recognition of his 
loyalty. 
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Name: Parvathi S. Kumar 

Age: 14 

‘Address : *Parijath,” Chovva, 
Kannur - 670 006 Kerala. 

Hobbies ; Reading, dancing and 
making friends. 





Name: M. Nagendra 

Age #15 

Address : Kasbe camp, Kallur Post, 
Raichur Dist, Karnataka. 

Hobbies : Writing poems, stamp 
collection. playing and watching 
cricket 








Name: G. Ragavii 

Age : 12 

Address : C-52, Thiru Vee-Kaa 
Street, Block 25, Neyveli T.S., 
‘Tamil Nadu. 

Hobbies : Playing badminton, 
reading Gokulam and other books. 





Name: Karthik 
Jayakumar 

‘Age: 12 

‘Address : No.0, Shivayan Co-op 
Housing Society, Thakurli (E), 
Mumbai. 

Hobbies : Playing Video games, 
Reading Gokulam and other book: 
playing and watching cricket, cycling 
and coin collection. 


Kumar 


Name: Charitha 
Age : 12 
Address : No.59, Coconut Garden 





Nagarabhavi, Bangalore 
560 072 

Hobbies > Reading 
books. cycling, watching 


KEEP 'EM 
POSTED! 


TV, playing tennis and hide and seek, 
and dancing, 


Name: Akash. M. Nichani 
Age \7 
Address : Vii 





Flat No - 3B, 928, 


Poonamallee High Road, Chennai - 





FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Dear Readers, 

* You are most welcome to send 
in your contributions to Gokulam 
either by post or by e-mail 

Remember every contribution 
sent by you should give details of 
your > Name, Age, Class, 
Name and address of school, 
Residential address and a dec- 
laration stating that the con- 
tribution is your original cre- 
ation (if not, the source must 

be mentioned). 
However, we 


cannot guaran- 
tee that your 
contribution 
will be pub- 


lished. It is also 
not possible for 

us to tell you 

when it will be 

published, But, if 

you require your contribution to be 
sent back to you on rejection, then 
you must enclose a self addressed, 


stamped envelope. ip 
~ Editor 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


You will receive a participation 
certificate from us if your contri- 
bution is published. At the end of 
the one year period ending June 
2006, the person with most num- 
ber of participation certificates will 
receive a special prize. 





GOKULAM September 2005 


600 084. 

Hobbies : Playing criexet 
and making friends, 

Name; Akshita Dev Anand 

Age : 12 

Address : ‘Sri Chinnaya’, 
Gundibail, Udupi, Karnateka 
576 102 

Hobbies : Painting, skating, 
Dancing, Computer games, 
reading books, stamp and col- 
lection. 


Name: M.M. Vikas 

Age: 14 

Address : 3762, Vijayanagar 
House, Sainik School, Bijapur, 
Karnataka - 586 101 

Hobbies : Reading books, 
collecting stamps, 

















Name; Apoorva Kumar 

Age = 12 

lddress : 2089, Lodhi Read 
Complex, Near Nehru Stadium, 
New Delhi - 110003 

Hobbies : Reading book 
dancing, listening to mus 
drawing, watching movies & 
cartoons. 





Name: K. Anees Abmed 

Age: 14 

Address : House No. 19, 
Ist Sector, K.1.0.C Lid, 
Kudremukh - $77142 

Hobbies : Discovering new 
electronic items, making 
new friends, athletics, 
cycling, cooking, fighting 
ete. 
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© Rubini Mohan, Chennai 

? What is the treatment for 
blisters? Can we treat it ourselves? 

{You can treat the majority of 
blisters yourself, Small blisters can 
be covered with an adhesive plaster. 
Larger blisters need to be drained. If 
a doctor is not available, first clean 
the blister with soap and water. The 
heat the tip of a safety pin over a 
flame until the tip glows red and 
allow it to cool, Now puncture a 
small hole at the edge of the blister. 
Drain the Nuid by applying gentle 
pressure. Apply an antibiotic 
ointment and bandage it. Change the 
dressing daily. If the blister i 














severely infected or recurs 
frequently, consult a doctor without 
delay. 
ca 
a 


iA 


M. Kalapoorani, Bangalore 

2? Lam 12 years old. I have 
been biting my nails from 
childhood. How can I get rid of 
this habit? 

1A dental surgeon could help 
you. Many children like you are 
prone to thumb sucking, nail kiting, 
lip sucking and tongue thrusting. 
These habits can lead to changes in 
the normal alignment of teet’ and 
affect the facial appearance and 
speech. “Habit-breaking 
appliances” are now 
available in dental 
clinics. By 
adopting correc 
tive measures at 
an early stage, 
these habits can s 
be kept in check : 
and the adverse K¢Ao7-BR 
effects can be 
minimised or eliminated, 

© L. Sumi, New Delhi 

? Some companies advertise 
that cosmetics containing protein 
nourish the skin and hair, Is it true, 
doctor? 

1 Itis not true, Sumi. Proteins 
cannot be absorbed into living cells 
through the skin and hair. These 
products cannot penetrate the sl 
and scalp. 

© M.Aruna, Bangalore 

f Our elders say that some 
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foods are ‘heat producing’ while 
‘others are ‘cooling’. Can certain 
eatables cause phlegm? 

! The food we eat serves 
two main purposes: they 
actasa fuel and are body 
builders. When food is 
oxidised in our body, it 


HOT 


73 gives us energy by 
producing heat. This 
energy is utilised for 
various body activities 
like growth, replacement 
and maintenance of body 


tissues and life- 
sustaining functions like 
respiration, circulation, 


digestion, excretion etc. Contrary 
to popular belief, they have no 
cooling effect. Eatables do not 
cause phlegm. The toxins and 
infections present in 
them can cause 
phlegm. That is 

why you should ( 
always ensure 

that the food that 
you consume is always clean 
and hygienic. é 








BD 


Hello, Doctor 





© =B.Sai Kumar, 
Hyderabad. 
2 When I sit on the floor for 
more than ten minutes, I suffer 
from back pain. Please help. 
! There are various causes 
for back pain, In most cases, it 


is self-limiting and a definite 
cause cannot be found. Bed rest 
for a few weeks followed by 
some simple exercises could 
relieve back pain. If it persists 
then you have to undergo 
investigations like X-ray, blood 
tests, MRI scan 
ete., to find out the 
cause. A variety of 
treatment options 
are available for 
different types of 
back pain, Consult 
your family doctor. 












Ajay, Vijay, Raju and Vinay ruby. He explained to them that the ruby 
were spending their holiday: adorned the Goddess in the village temple. 
the village with their grandpar- But one day, during a big festival at the 
cents. Deepak, a young boy of their _ temple, when the priest opened the senc- 
age, who stayed in tum sanctorum, the ruby was missing. 
the village, had Raghu, a resident of the village had dis- 








made friends with them. He knew appeared since then and B 
almost everything about the little strange sounds were heard 
village. He used to tell them ex- every night 
citing facts about the village 
‘The children decided 

Ohne day, when they were at to visit Raghu’s dilapi- 
the riverside, strange noises were dated house. They be- 
heard. They were puzzled. It was 
then that Deepak explained that 
these sounds were frequently 
heard ever since the ruby was sto- 
len. When Deepak was about to 
elaborate, his brother Gopal in- 
terrupted him and asked him 
to shut up. He was a queer 
character. The boys did not 
like him. 


a\ 

















»Y 


Ca Sa 


After dinner, the chil- 
dren urged Deepak to tell 
them more about the missing 


gan to explore every corner of a 
dusty old room in.the house. 


Suddenly, Ajay screamed 
with joy. He had fou! 





side the river. Below it was writ- 


ten: 


‘My first isin red 
My second is in guy 
My third is in baby 





The children put on their 
thinking caps and decoded the 





message which read "RUBY". They 
soon deduced that the missing ruby 
would be at the same spot near the riv- 
erside, 





‘They decided to go to the spot that 
night without the elders’ knowledge. 
When their grandparents went off to 
sleep they set out with a powerful 
torch and soon reached the spot 
picturised in Raghu’s diary. They 
could hear voices in the dead of the 











Passenger: Is the 
train running on time? 
‘TTE: No ma'am. It 
is running on the 
tracks! 
= Vivek. C, 
Vijayan, 
Std 1X, 
Bangalore 
















night, They hid behind a tree and 
found out that Gopal and a friend of 
his were threatening Raghu to tell 
them where he had hidden the 
ruby. 

Gathering courage, the boys came 
out of their hiding place and assured 
Gopal that they knew where the ruby 
was, They led Gopal and his friend to 
an abandoned well. “Itis hidden in a 
small erevice in the inner wall on the 











eastern side” said Ajay, gathering 





courage. * You can use our torch to 
ascertain the truth!” 

Without a second thought both 
Gopal and his friend climbed into the 
well with well practised measured 
steps. 

Raghu said that he didn’t re- 
member having hidden the ruby 
there, but the boys silenced him. 
Vijay was already in link with the 
local police station through his 
cellphone. The police arrived 
while Gopal and his friend were 
still inside the well and arrested 
them along with Raghu, 








The chitdren were still 
unhappy that the ruby 
SQ. wasnot found. Raghu 
had confessed to 
stealing the ruby 
but would not say 
where he had hid- 
den it, Suddenly 
Vinay's face lit up, 
He rushed to his 
room and brought the 
diary, He removed its 
cover... and... Lo and be- 
hold! The ruby was inside it! In theit 
excitement, the children had missec 
the message in the last line of the 
poem! 

The ruby adorned the forchead of 
the village Goddess once aga 
strange noises were no longer heare 
since there was no fear in the minds 
of the villagers now! 

- Arun Ramachandran, Std IX. 

Vani Vidyalaya School. 
Mumba: 


















For all the Potter fans 
here is a titdit from jkrowling 
‘com and mugglenet.com 

Ginny the youngest mem- 
ber of the Weasley family 
tumed twenty four in August 
(assuming she lives through 
HP7). Ron is one year older 
than her. Bill is two years 
older than Charlie who is 
three years older than Perey 
Fred and Geor; “ars older 
than Ron. Bill is eleven years older 
than Ron, 

Whew! Hope you are good at 
arithmetic! 

Never mit 
about these 








‘are two y 









if you are not! How 
jernet jokes? 








Q. How do you make cool mu- 
sic? 
A. Put the CDs in the fridge! 





Q. What isa computer's favourit 
music? 


A. Disc - O! 


Q. How do bees go to school? 
A. On their school buzz! 


Q. What do elves learn in school? 
A. The elf-abet! 


Q.What dessert did the maths 
teacher make? 
A Pil 


Q.What is the snake's favourite 
subject? 

A. Hiss - story! 

Q. Why was 10 afraid of 7? 

A. Because 7 (ate) eight 9! 


Keep smiling until next month! 


- V. Anusha, Chennai 
- V.Vidhya Std IX, 
Sri Sankara Senior 
‘Secondary School 
Chennai 





On the occasion of 
“Teacher's Day’ on September 
Sth, we dedicate this column to 
the innumerable teachers who 
have dedicated their lives to 
the cause of building the char- 
acter of the young citizens of 
our nation! 


My 
favourite teacher 
is my English 
Teacher. She is 
very prety. She 
has long hair, 

She has a 
nice way of 
improving our 
english vocabu- 
lary She gives 
us “spellathalone” for spelling the 
words, 

Besides teaching, she tlls us 
stories. She gets us to stage short 
plays in the assembly where she 
takes photographs. 

We also do group activities, 
She divides the students into 
four groups, which are the 
four houses in the Harry 
Potter books. They are 
Gryffindor, Slytherin, 
Hufflepuff and 
Ravenclaw, 
Gryffindor and 
Slytherin are 





* Priya Teacher’ 


boys teams while Hufflepuff and 
Ravenclaw are girls teams. My 
friends and I are in Hufflepuff. 
By making the english classes 
so interesting, she has made all of 
us love the subject. Do you wart to 
know who my lovable teacher is? 
She is Priya teacher. 
~B. Keerthana Rani, 
Ste VI, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
Tripunithura 





Thad been promoted to the 
sixth standard, Until the fifth 


Urs FUN 


standard Science was a single 
subject, In the sixth standard we 
were introduced to a new subjec: - 
Chemistry! 



















Our first chemistry class was 
taken by Ms. Zennet. She began 
with the first chapter which was 
“Atoms and Molecules’. She 
explained in a very elegant and 
simple manner how electrons 
circle the nucleus, First impres- 
sions are the best impressions and 
we liked her class immensely 

She patiently cleared our 

doubts. 

In the next class she asked us 
questions to test whether we had 
understood the previous day's 
lessons, So we had to revise our 
lessons on a daily basis. I always 





in Chemistry and 
no one failed in 
the subject! 

All work and 
no play makes 
Jack a dull boy. 
Everyday at the 
end of the “test” 
we played a 
small game. 1 
will never 

forget the day 
when she had 
completed a 
chapter on 
“Mixtures and 
Compounds’ 

Bhelpuri was the 
example she gave for 
mixtures and ice-cream for com- 
pounds! (Their properties match 
perfectly.) 

Each and every class of hers 
was captivating. She was an 
encyclopedia. I have made up 
my mind to be a chemist, 
thanks to her. Although she 
taught us for only one year and 
then left the school, I will never 
forget the inspiration she gave 
us. My sincere thanks to 
Ms. Zennet 

-R. Lakshmi, Std Vill, 

Nirmala Matha CMHS School, 

Coimbatore 


Lovable Teachers — 
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oats in the rivers and ships on 
the seas’! Have you ever wondered 
why ships can ply only in seas and 
oceans? This is because they need a 
greater depth and rivers and lakes are 
not very deep. But in some places 
the sea is also not deep enough for 
ships. So, how does one deepen the 
ocean? 





Recently the Sethu Samudram 
Project has been commissioned. The 
project will facilitate the plying of 
ships across the Adams bridge which 
connects the Palk Strait and the Gulf 
of Mannar, by deepening the sea 
(See your atlas - South India and 
Srilanka.) 

How is this done? Where do they 
dump the sand dug out from the 
ocean bed? Engineer K.R.A 
Narasiah patiently answered these 
questions. He is Retd, Chief Engi- 
from the Vishakapatnam Port 
Trust. An experienced hand at ocean 
dredging, he has also been consult- 
ant to the World Bank. 

Dredging ships or dredgers are 
specially built Holland is the No.1 
producer of such ships in the world 
There are about twelve dredgi 
ships in India, today. The dredging 
‘equipment to be fitted into the ships 


























bela 
Ada tf 


are ritaadulsar st meme tenuate from Holland anc oe 
ships are built in India, Each dredger 
costs about Rs. 150 crores! 
Generally, dredgers are perma- 
nently stationed at all ports, Move- 
‘ment of ships and rivers draining into 
the ocean cause deposit of silt, 
Dredging ships are used for main- 








ports 
to facilitate proper movement of 
ships. In Kochi Port dredging is car- 
ried out daily since the rivers and 
backwaters carry a lot of silt to the 
sea. 


In the Sethu Samudram project 
dredgers are being employed. How 
do they work? A long pipe is attached 
to the ship. Inside that there s a 
strong round rod. On the other end 


PENING 

























are (electric) fan like blades which 
dig out the sand. Close to it is fitted 
another long pipe. This whole appli- 
ance can be driven up and down and 
sideways too, 

The pipes are adjusted such that 
they are placed on’the seabed and 
then operated. The blades speedily 
dig out the silt which gets mixed with 
the sea water and becomes « 
slushy. The slush is again 
speedily sucked out by the 







other tube closeby and dumped in a 
huge tank builtin the ship. A dredger 
can hold upto about 5000 tons of 
slush! When it is filled to capacity, 
all the equipment is lifted back into 


the ship, 

Normally the slush is 
dumped back into a 
deeper part of the ocean, 
The dredger then comes 
back to the same spot 
again for dredging. 


The Panama 


KRANarasiah canal, Suez canal 


etc have been constructed by 
digging out parts of land to 
create canals to help 
navigation between two 
bodies. The 
Panama Canal links the 
Pacific Ocean and Atlan- 
tic Ocean. This canal 
built in Panama is lo- 
cated on the North 
America - South 


water 


America border, A por- 


tion of land in Egypt be- 
‘tween the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Red Sea has 
been dug out to create a 
passage for ships and is 
knownas the Suez Canal 
Right now the depth in Sethu 
Samudram is about 10-12 ft. For 
ships to ply in that area the required 
depth is about 30 fl. So it needs to 
be deepened by about 20 ft. more! 
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‘The Lion King of Champa forest was extremely az. 
He never botherad to find out what was happening and 
slept in his cave all the time. 


He wandered around and at long hist 
reached a pool 


Fon doart 1m trapped. § 


I must somehow 


Hey Lion! Why 
did you poun 
on me? 





ZY Ha..Ha.... You are 
my meal for today 





asst 
o 
o s 
0 Aste 0 
BAS” eur. canyourrove fa 
that you are the king? 


You'll soe for yourself 
ths 


the animals, 





There was loud chatting and 
laughter all around us We were 
at Indore airport waiting to board 
the plane to Mumbai. Since I was 
feeling bored, I loitered around 
thumbing books at the book shop 
and fingering curios. 

Suddenly, a funny figure ap- 
peared before me from one of the 
figurines. “I am Airo, the genie, 

* TH grant you three wishes and 
then disappear. Summon me 
whenever you want” said he. 

I rubbed my eyes and looked 
around. Nobody else had seen 
Airo. 

“Attention please. The flight 
to Mumbi indefinitely de- 
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layed because the flight coming 
into Indore has been hijacked by 
two militants.” I was shocked. I 
decided to use the services of 
Airo. 

“Airo, get onto the aircraft, 
befriend the militants and some- 
how release the passengers fom 
their control,” I ordered. 

“What do they look like? Will 
they sport beards like most mili- 
tants do? Any clues or photos?” 

“You fool! How will I have 
their photos? Just go! Bes: of 
luck!” 


Aiiro entered the flight and 
looked around and spotted a 


& 


couple of bearded men sporting 
guns, ‘Aha! my guess was right” 
said Airo to himself as he occu- 
pied the vacant seat beside them. 
He flashed a broad smile at them 
and said “Oh! What a pleasant 
surprise! Our leader sent me to 
deliver an important note to you. 
Lucky I could meet you here! 
You've to rush to Bhopal. Come 
down with me.” 
“Don’t act smart.” 


ino 





i. 


“Hungry kya? 
Want cashew? 
asked Airo, 


“-—® 








The militants whis- 
pered amongst them- 
selves. 

Hey Rahim! He 
mentioned ‘cashew’ 
the code word! 

Yes, Sadiq! He 
did. Boss has sent 
him.” 

As they alighted, 
the police whisked 
them away! 

“Thanks Airo! How 
did you manage?” 

Thad a packet of cashewnuts 
with me. I offered it, without 
knowing about their secret 


Story 
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code!” Airo airily dismissed it as 
a coincidence! 


T was on my bike late one night. 
The policeman on night patrol duty 
stopped me. “What are you doing at 
this time of the night?” he ques- 
tioned, 

“Sir! 1.'m returning from my 
ftiend’s house... Joint study for ex 
ams!" I mumbled, 


“Why isn’t your friend with you?” 

“If she drops me home, I've to 
drop her back and then she'll escort 
me and...” 

“Shut up! I can arrest you, you 
know. Anyway pay up a spot fine and 
get lost.” 

“Airo!” I called my gee. 

Next minute the cop had van- 
ished. (Apparently the DGP’s name 
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was Airo!) 


was in my Physics class at the 
end of the day. The teacher droned 
‘on and on about some Laws of Mo- 
tion, I yawned. So did my class- 
‘mates, “How wish I could go home,” 
I thought to myself. 







‘The home bell rang almost at 
once. Airo was the saviour! “Bye 
master, your three wishes have keen 
fulfilled” he said as he left me for- 
ever with memories of these inci- 
dents 





=K.V. Shanthakumari, 
Std Xill, KV No.1, 
Indore, Madhya Pradesh 





Mokshagundam Vishwesh- 
waraiah’s birthday, September 
ingineers 

iBe~ 





15 is celebrated as 
Day, Apart from being a 
nious engineer, MV as he is 
fondly remembered was also a 











reat visionary who transformed 
Mysore state (presently 
Karnataka) into a technologi- 
cally well developed state 
Born in 1860 in a village in 
Kolar district, Vishwesh- 
‘waraiah lost his fa- 
ther when he was 
barely fifteen years 
old, He did his 
schooling in Chik- 
ballapur and joined 
Central College in 
Bangalore. 











As Chief Engineer of Mysore in 
nal shape to the 
Kannambadi Dam which has tra 
formed Mandya - Mysore into an 
evengteen land, ‘The dam was named 
Krishnarajasagar after King Krishna 
Rajendra Wodeyar IV. He was also 
the architect of the famous 
Brindavan Gardens at Mysore. 

In 1912, the King offered him the 
post of Diwan of Mysore. An honest 
man, MV declared ata dinner hosted 
for him that he would accept the post 
only if none would ask him for 
favours! Mysore State achieved suc 


















ect 
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cess inall fronts. MV 
‘was instrumental in 
etting up many 


tories including 
Bhadrawati Steel and tron Works, 
Mysore Sandal Oil and Soap, Silk, 
leather tanning, Wood distillation 
ete 











He lived upto the ripe old age 
of 102! On his 100th birthday MV. 
said, “Work hard, remain cheerful, 
have a contented mind and live as 
much as you can in open air.” This 
was the secret of longevity of this 
great engineer whose brain is pre- 
served to this day in a museum! 
M. Sneha, Std IX, 
St. Anne's Girls High School, 
Bangalore 
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A great spell has 
been cast upon the 
present generation of stu- 
dents by the British au- 
thorJ.K. Rowling. When 
the websites posted the information 
about the release of “HP and the Half 
Blood Prince’ a gush of excitement 
flowed all around. 

I personally feel that the agonising 
wait for the release was nothing com- 
pared to the excitement felt while read- 
ing the book! The latest HP book has a 
plot that fits in like a jigsaw. It is better 
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than any of the previous five books. The 

twists and turns and sudden surprises 

in the book justfy the best-selling book 

status and the hype that surrounded its 
release, 

= N. Tulsi, Std IX, 

Sacred Heart School 

Church Park, Chennai 


Tam a Potter fan and had read all 
the five books. I also eagerly awaited 
the release ofthe sixth one and am now 
reading a borrowed copy, which is 

very interesting, Harry Potter 

books are unique, Other books 
lack something, lagree, But ore 
should not lose his or her head 


over it. The wait for the book was surely 

worth it but I feel all the hype was ur- 
necessary. 

- K. Kartik, Std Vil, 

Spastic Society of Karnatake, 

Bangalore 


Rowling has always captivatied 






readers by creating a suspense at the end 
‘of each book. In each book she intro- 
duces some characters and all HP fans 
wonder what is going to happen to them 
next. So also with the sixth book. Read- 
ers were waiting, for JK to tie up a lot 
of loose ends, We wanted to know 
Harry's OWL results, who whould die 
and so on, We got to know several things 
from HP & HBP, So the wait was defi- 
nitely wort 
~ Aditya Krishna Haas, Std X, 
Vivekananda 

Residential School, 

Karimnagar, Andhra Pradesh 








‘The charm of the Potter series does 
not lie in its characters or plot but in the 













fact that it has introduced us to a whole 
new world of fascinating magical spells, 
creatures from hippogriffs to unicorns, 
house elves to dementors and magical 
potions. Before we read Potter, ghosts 
‘were terrible images in our mind, 
Today the image of Nearly Head- 
less Nick floats into our mind! 
Again witches were horrible old 
women dressed in 
bblack who spoke in a 
cackling voice, who 
lured children and 
boiled them in 
their cauldrons! 
But today such 
presumptions no 
longer exist. That 
isthe reason why Pot- 
ter caught our imagina- 
tion.The fifth and sixth 
books are pretty ordi- 
nary in that Harry 
could be just another 
boy in a boarding 
school. They are more ‘plot 














We begin to wonder if we are 
Enid Blyton’s St. Clares or 
Malory Towers Series. I felt the wait for 
this book has not been worth it 

~ Aravind.R, Chennai 





HP books are always released with 
a lot of fanfare because the books are 
so-exciting that everyone looks forward 
to them. HP & HBP is one of the most 
important books in the series, perhaps 
‘more important than the last (seventh) 
one, because it answers so many puz- 
ling queries. it was certainly worth the 
wait. By selling 6.9 million copies in 
24 hours this book has proved that it is 





a best seller. Surely so many people 

‘would not have rushed foritifthere was 
nothing in it! 

~ S. Gokul Nath, Std IX, 

St. Paul’s EMHSS, 

Malappuram, Kerela 


The Sixth Book was much ao 
about nothing. Out of 672 pages, half 
the book is filled with romance. Only 
the last hundred pages and abouts: 

pages in the beginning and midille 

of the book are worth reading 
=R. Akilesh, Std Vill, 

K.V. Annanagar, 

Chennai 














There is no doubt that the sisth 
Book was worth the wait. As one reads 
each chapter, several questions pop up. 
“Why and how did Dumbledore’s hand 
get burnt? Is James the HBP? Is Malfoy 
a death eater?” ete. Although one more 
person dies and makes us sad, the book 
also gives us hope that Voldemort will 
ultimately be killed. There was humcur 
too. And forthose who feel that the book 
had a lot of violence and romance - Cool 
it! I's only-a book! Sit back and enjcy! 

- J. Karthika, Std XI, 
K.V. Picket, 
Secunderabad 
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ESTION FOR THE MONTH 


Come October 2nd, the nation will celebrate yet another Gandhi 
Jayanthi. Do you think the Mahatma is relevant in today's context? 

Send us your views by 10.9.2005. Each published entry will re- 
ceive a prize of Rs.25/-. Remember to include details of your age, 
class, school and residential address. Those of you who are non - 
residents of India should send us a local (Indian) address too. 
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Unprecedented heavy rains 
lashed Mumbai, flooding the city. 
Several lives were lost in land- 
slides. The great city is limping back 
to normalcy. The state government 
is taking steps to provide relief and 
to avert epidemics. The central 
government is pitching in with 
its share of substantial monetary 
The courageous Mumbai 
citizens have resolved to over- 
come this natural calamity. 

eee 





The Magsaysay award has been 
conferred on Dr. Shantha, a pioneer 
in cancer detection, treatment and re- 
habilitation of patients. She heads the 
Cancer Institute in Ad: Chennai 
and has dedicated her life to serving 
the Institute and its patients, most of 
whom are from the economically 
weaker sections of society 
Dr. Shantha in all humility says that 
the award is for the institute and not 
for herself, which means she will do- 
nate the entire award money to the in- 








‘The Discovery landed safely af- 
ter creating a lot of anxiety in the 
minds of people all over the world. 
‘The death of the Columbia astronauts 
a few years back, including Kalpana 
Chawia is still fresh in the memory of 
everyone. Hence the Discovery raised 
the heart beat of NASA scientists, es- 
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pecially when there was a problem 

With a couple of heat shield tiles. But 

this was set right by the brave astro- 

naut Robinson while he floated in 

‘outer space and a few days later the 

iscovery returned to earth intact, 
eee 





Following the tabling of the 
Nanavathi Commission report in Par- 
liament, there were vociferous de- 
mands from the Sikh community as 
well as the opposition for the resigna- 
tion of Jagdish Tytler, a minister in the 
central cabinet and a member of the 
ruling Congress party. Tytler has been 
named in the report as probably being 
responsible for instigating the anti- 
sikh riots way back in 1984, Though 
adamant at first, Tytler later buckled 
under pressure and quit. The Prime 
Minister and the Home Minister have 
promised that everything will be done 
to take action against the guilty under 
the law and for the Sikh community 
to live with dignity. 
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“Ram and Radha with their 
parents, were getting back home after 
avisit to their family shrine, They had 
been there to attend the temple's an- 
nual festival. 

“Daddy, Mom has developed se~ 
vere earache since last night... The 
loud noises... crackers, drums, eym- 
bals and what not. She must see a 
doctor the moment we get back!” 
said Ram. 

Just then a procession was 
winding its way down the road and 
daddy had to apply the brakes. 

“Traffic jam.., road blocks...!” Dad 
was clearly irritated, 


He lost his temper when the the 
lorry driver behind honked insistently. 
He jumped out and screamed at the 
driver. 





the blasted 
hom!” he screamed. “My wife already 


“Get your hands of 


has a bad earache, you'll make her 
deaf!” 

“C’mon sir! How can you blame me 
for your wife’s earache?” protested the 
lorry driver. 

Noise in excess of 91 decibels, 
causes noise pollution. This can result 
in deafness, blood pressure and even 
heart problem 

The lorry driver apologised. 





explained dad. 













‘September 2005 


1 causes noise pollution 
Its injurious to he 
Ht oreates tension for others 








TRY SOLVING :23st3e-13:i5:3°*°2 
Your 8 year old child can do AVALO! 
MENTAL ARITHMETIC 


this calculation in 30 seconds Leger Geeta 


poesey pene pereers Program for 
Kids between 4 - 6 years TLNYTOTS 
For age 4-6 


PREPARE EASY TO PERFORM WELL 

[= Memory Techniques — Speed reading 

(= Handwriting — Mind mapping 

= Learning skills Time Management for students of td Vito XI 


culate 10 times faster. 


Solve problems 10-15 times faster. oimt, 
Saves time during Examination. 

Single step answer in multiplication. SRBLUA\ LaF. 
Reduces silly mistakes in examination. 


ALOHA Mental Arithmetic National Competi ion on Oct 8, 2005 = 
at Convention Centre, Chennai Trade Centre Complex 
—S Chennai 


< Academy (P) Lid) An 1SO 9001 : 2000 Certified Compeny 
No.32, 1st Main Road, R. A. Puram, Chennai - 28. 





familnadu: 044-24613262, 2461 cxS 
38450 42790, Mum! 
rat: 98254 95517, Punjal 


Maharashtra : 92251 10677, Guj: 
cae aes 46028, Chandigarh&Haryana : 98109 95282 
sshmir 





363, West Bengal : 93333 11934. 





